Kaposi's sarcoma and its management by radiotherapy.
Thirteen patients with Kaposi's sarcoma were treated by radiotherapy between 1975 and 1984. Five patients were kidney transplant recipients receiving immunosuppressive drugs, while eight patients had spontaneous Kaposi's sarcoma. Eleven patients were followed up for periods from two to 63 months (mean, 27 months). All patients had complete response throughout the period of follow-up except one patient who developed recurrence one year after completion of radiotherapy. There was no difference in the response between transplant recipients and patients with spontaneous disease. This response was also unrelated to the dose or type of radiation used. Radiotherapy has been found effective in the local control of Kaposi's sarcoma with complete relief of symptoms and minimal morbidity.